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FROM 
SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 


T O 


THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


To the Right Honourable the Farl f C nESTERTIELD. 
« My 1 1 February, 1755. 
HAVE been lately informed, by the proprietor of ha World, that two 


papers, in which my Dictionary is recommended to the publick, were 
written by your Lordſhip. To be fo diſtinguiſhed, is an honour, which, 


being very little accuſtomed to favours from the great, I know not well how 


to receive, or in what terms to acknowledge. 


When, upon ſome ſight encouragement, I firſt viſited your Lordſhip, I 
was overpowered, like the reſt of mankind, by the enchantment of your 


addreſs; and could not forbear to wiſh that I might boaſt myſelf Le vaingueur 
du vainqueur de la terre; — that I might obtain that regard for which I ſaw the 
world contending ; but I found my attendance ſo little encouraged, that neither 
pride nor modeſty would ſuffer me to continue it. When I had once addrefſed. 


your Lordſhip in publick, I had exhauſted all the art of pleaſing which a 


retired and uncourtly ſcholar can poſſeſs, I had done all that I could; and 


no man is well pleaſed to have his all neglected, be it ever ſo little. 


Seven years, my Lord, have now paſt, ſince 1 waited in your outward 


rooms, or was repulſed from your door; during which time I have been puſn- 


ng on my work through difficulties, of which it is uſeleſs to complain, and 
—— EDEN have 
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have brought it, at laſt, to the verge of publicadion, without one act of aſſiſt 
ance*, one word of encouragement, or one ſmile of favour. Such treatment 
I did not expect, for I never had a Patron before. 


** 


The ſhepherd in Virgil grew at laſt acquainted with Love, : and found him 


a native of the rocks. 


Is not a Patron, my Lord, one who looks with unconcern on a man 
ſtruggling for life in the water, and, when he has reached ground, encumbers 
him with help? The notice which you have been pleaſed to take of my 


labours, had it been early, had been kind; but it has been delayed till I am 
indifferent, and cannot enjoy it; till I am ſolitary, and cannot impart it ; till 


Jam known, and do not want it. I hope it is no very cynical aſperity not to 
confeſs obligations where no benefit has been received, or to be unwilling 
that the publick ſhould conſider me as owing that to a ! which Provi- 
dence has enabled me to do for myſelf. 


Having carried on my work thus far with ſo little obligation to any 


'favourer of learning, I ſhall not be diſappointed though I ſhould conclude it, 
if leſs be poſſible, with leſs; for I have been long wakened from that dream 


of hope, in which I once boaſted myſelf with ſo much exultation, | 


I; PRI 2: oft") . 
* 


| My Lord, 
MVSEVM Your Lordſhip's moſt humble 
RI PA N Moſt obedient ſervant, 


T 7 
NI CIM, 

* The 8 note is  {ubjoined by Mr. Langton. « Dr. Johnſon, when he gave me this 
copy of his letter, deſired that TI would annex to it his information to me, that whereas 1 it is ſaid 
in the letter that * no aſſiſtance has been received,” he did once receive from Lord Cheſterfield the 


ſum of ten pounds; but as that was ſo inconſiderable a ſum, he thought the mention of it ne 
not properly find place in a letter of the kind that this was 8,” 1 . 


Sau, JornLont. 


+ In this paſſage Dr. Johnſon evidently alludes to the loſs of his . We find the menender 


recollection recurring to his mind upon innumerable occaſions ; and, perhaps, no man ever more 


forcibly felt the truth of the ſentiment ſo e expreſſed by my friend Mr. Malone, in his 
Prologue to Mr, Jephſon's tragedy of JUL :” 
% Vain—yealth, and fame, and fortune's foſtering care, 
«© If no fond breaſt the ſplendid bleſſings ſhare ; 
And, each day's buſtling pageantry once paſt, 
% There, only there, our bliſs is found at laſt. 


＋ Beds comparing this copy with that which Dr, Johnſon dictated to me from — the 


variations are found to be ſo ſlight, that this muſt be added to the many other proofs which he 
gave of the wonderful extent and  ACCuracy of his memory, 


* 
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